
-against- 

98 C-v' 446 

MEMORANDUM 
AND 

ORDER 

NYDIA VELASQUEZ, Congresswoman, and 
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS A??-;ZRS, 

Defendants. 

----------__------------------------ 

THOMAS J. JORDAN 
222 61"' Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

/ plaintiff pro se. 

ZACHARY W. CARTER, United States Attorney 
Eastern District of New York 
Civil Division 

(Sandra Lynn Levy, of counsel) 
One Pierrepont Plaza 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 
for defendant. 

NICKERSON, District Judge: 

Plaintiff Thomas J. Jordan requests appointment of 

counsel in his 42 U.S.C. 51983 case. 

Cooper v. A. Sarsenti Co., 877 F.2d 170 (2d Cir. 

19891, articulates the factors the Court must consider 
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ma jo r  p r o o f p r e s e n te d  to  th e  fact  fin d e r , (4)  th e  

ind igent 's  abi l i ty to  p r e s e n t th e  case  o r  o b ta in  

pr ivate  counse l ,  (5)  th e  complex i ty  o f th e  lega l  

issues,  (6)  th e  avai labi l i ty  o f counse l ,  a n d  (7)  a n d  

spec ia l  r easons  w h y  a p p o i n tm e n t o f counse l  w o u l d  b e  

l ikely to  l e a d  to  a  m o r e  just d e te r m i n a tio n . 

In  C o o o e r , th e  C o u r t o f A p p e a l s  fo r  th e  S e c o n d  

Circui t  e m p h a s i z e d  th a t a  cour t  shou ld  c lose ly  

scrut in ize th e  a p p a r e n t mer i ts  o f th e  ind igent 's  c la im 

to  d e te r m i n e  if it is l ikely to  b e  o f subs tance.  8 7 7  

F .2d a t 1 7 2 . O n ly if th e  c la im m e e ts th is  "t~ r ~ S ‘n o l d  

r e q u i r e m e n t" shou ld  th e  o the r  cr i ter ia 3 e  cons idered .  

Id . ( q u o tin g  H e d g e  v. Po l i ce  O fficers, 8 0 2  F .2d 5 8  (2d  

Cir. 1 9 8 6 )  ) . 

T h e  cour t  c a n n o t say  a t th is  t ime w h e the r  

plaintif f 's c la ims a re  l ikely to  b e  o f subs tance.  



Dated: Brooklya 
d 

New York 
August ] , 1988 


